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spirit still at work. It is the spirit of privilege; it is the
spirit of monopoly; it is the spirit of mistrust of the people ;
it is the spirit of fear of the people; it is not the spirit of
that far-sighted prudence which looks into the future; it is
not the spirit of that generous faith which considers that
intelligent and educated men will govern themselves better
than if they are treated as serfs and slaves, and deprived of
electoral privileges. Emancipation and enfranchisement have
been the mottoes of the Liberjil party; progress qualified by
prudence; trust in the people above all, qualified only by that
avoidance of violent change, that avoidance of ill-considered
change, which is really necessary in order to give due effect
to the principles of Liberalism, and to ensure safety in the
work of progress." It is the old story that we are here to tell;
it is the old battle that we are here to fight; not personal,
not local; but this I must say, that while it is the old story,
and while it is the old battle, never was there an occasion
when the principles at stako were brought more clearly into
view, when deeper issues were presented to you, or when a
more solemn responsibility devolved upon you. I am here
to make charges, not against individuals in their personal
character, but against public men for public acts. I have
been busy for years past in impugning and impeaching, as well
as I could, wliut I thought tlio dangerous, and the worse than
dangerous acts, the acts unfavourable to the character of the
country, which have been done by the Government. But I
urn here now upon an altered ground; I am no longer to
impeach the Government; J tun to impeach the majority of
the House of Commons, and not the majority as an abstraction,
but the majority in the individual men of whom it is made
up. The work done by the Government is now their work;
it is now the work of those individual men who were their
supporters; and I must way here, in justice to the Government,
that I have not known a single occasion on which they have
been checked iu their unwise career by that majority, I have